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and the cathedral was solemnly consecrated by him on the
Feast of the Annunciation, 25th March 1436. "A raised pas-
sage, richly carpeted and decorated with tapestry, damask,
silk, and flowers, was constructed from the door of Santa
Maria Novella, and passing through the Baptistery, to the
western door of the cathedral.5' Along this an imposing pro-
cession, consisting of the Pope, thirty-seven bishops, seven
cardinals, the Signoria, and the envoys of foreign powers,
passed from Sta. Maria Novella to the cathedral. The con-
secration ceremony occupied five hours, after which the
procession was re-formed and returned in the same way.
A tablet on the wall of the cathedral commemorates this
event. Brunelleschi, more fortunate than Giotto,20 lived to
see the completion of his great work and to t^ke part in the
above ceremony. The completion of the dome and the con-
secration of the cathedral serve to mark the beginning of
Cosimo's rule in Florence.

In 1437 Cosimo set about rebuilding at his own expense
the afterwards far-famed monastery of San Marco in
Florence, This monastery of the Dominican Order had at
this time in its commmiity two men who will ever live en-
shrined in the memory of men as representing all that was
best in the spirit of that age, and as counter-balancing much
that was evil, Giovanni of Fiesole, called Fia Angelico, and
Antonio Pierozzi, called Antonino, afterwards Archbishop of
Florence.

Situated near the new palace which he was building, its
Prior a man so justly beloved,21 this monastery seems to
have been looked upon by Cosimo as a well-beloved retreat
to which he could retire for rest and congenial companion-
ship when harassed by the cares of State and the vexations
of political life. And with his usual liberality in all that he
undertook he spent money upon it "with a generosity which
the modesty of the friars had to restrain.77 The rebuilding of
it cost him 36,000 ducats, in addition to which sum he gave
it'a large endowment. He had a special cell set apart for his